
 

 

Collection of textiles from apartment buildings 

Gothenburg was first in Sweden to test large-scale textile collection for reuse and recycling of 

clothing and fabrics. The possibility of giving away used textiles was tested in a number of housing 

areas where a total of 5000 tenants could leave their textiles at one of 31 recycling points. The idea 

was to increase the collection by making it more accessible.  

The project was completed in February 2015 and in total more than 32 000 kg textiles were collected 

within the project. The conclusion from the project is that this kind of collection close to tenants, 

increases collection of textiles significantly. The municipal housing company Poseidon who own the 

dwellings will therefore continue to collect textiles after the project. 

In Gothenburg there are already systems for collecting other materials such as glass, newspapers, 

metal, plastic and food waste. Collection of textiles however lacks an easily accessible system, 

despite the fact that textiles have a very large impact on the environment, especially during the 

manufacturing process. In addition, many tenants and residents gladly donate and buy used clothing. 

The aim of the project was to investigate the practical possibilities of large-scale collection, which 

could eventually lead to a system in all residential buildings. Analyses were conducted regularly to 

get statistics on the collected textiles. The project started in February 2014, and lasted for one year.  

Analysis shows that 80 percent had such high quality that they could be reused. Among the other 20 

percent most of it could be recycled whilst a smaller proportion were things that did not belong in 

the containers. 

The project is run by the municipal waste company Renova, the municipal housing company 

Poseidon, the Administration of Consumer and Citizen Services and the nonprofit organization 

Human Bridge. The material will then be collected by Human Bridge for re-use or recycling, 

depending on quality. The organization uses the textiles in locally based social projects as well as aid 

projects in other countries. 

 

 

More information (in Swedish):  

Renova’s webb page: 

http://www.mynewsdesk.com/se/renova/pressreleases/nytt-projekt-siktar-paa-oekad-

aatervinningen-av-textil-960423  

http://www.mynewsdesk.com/se/renova/pressreleases/nytt-projekt-siktar-paa-oekad-aatervinningen-av-textil-960423
http://www.mynewsdesk.com/se/renova/pressreleases/nytt-projekt-siktar-paa-oekad-aatervinningen-av-textil-960423

